Tree for All engages
communities large and
small in conservation
projects throughout
the Tualatin River
Watershed in Oregon.
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CASE STUDY

Banks School

THE CITY OF BANKS, POPULATION 1,860, IS A RURAL
community in western Washington County at the foot of the
Oregon Coast Range. The Banks Schools site, on Banks Creek,
serves elementary, middle and high school students from

the surrounding 450-square mile area, much of it farms and
forest land.

The Banks Schools site is only a half-mile from Killin Wetlands
Natural Area, a 590-acre wildlife refuge that boasts a very

rare example of Willamette Valley scrub-shrub marsh habitat,
common before pioneers settled the area. Killin Wetlands is an
Audubon Society-designated “Important Bird Area.” It supports
an abundance of rare plants and animals, including Geyer willows
and the state-sensitive northern red-legged frog. Beavers, ducks,
and the occasional elk also call Killin Wetlands home.



The Site

SIZE 4 acres PLANTING 2006

STREAM PLANT Forested wetland,
LENGTH 11171 feet COMMUNITIES riparian forest

Habitat Keystone Recreation & Community Protects
Connectivity Species Human Health Involvement Water Quality

The Challenge

In recent years the area adjacent
to the creek became overrun with
invasive vegetation, the soils
became compacted, and the stream
became channelized. The area
provided little habitat for wildlife
and offered no aesthetic interest
for students or the public.
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When a call went out to restore Banks Creek
adjacent to the schools, the community responded
with enthusiasm. Clean Water Services provided

site preparation and maintenance to get the project
started, along with a portion of the planting, and
SOLVE organized several volunteer events, planting
more than 6,500 trees and shrubs to transform

the site into a healthy riparian forest and forested
wetland. Contractors continue to control invasive
weeds, mowing and inter-planting as necessary, to
improve habitat quality, increase biodiversity and
meet stewardship goals.

As a result of these partnerships, the Banks Schools site has become an
amenity for the community and wildlife alike. There is a trail running the
length of the site and Banks students—from kindergarten through 12th
grade—are learning about watershed health while viewing native plants
and wildlife right outside their classrooms. The surrounding community
also has gained a peaceful natural space in a central location. And the

Banks Schools site cleans water and provides an important stepping
stone for wildlife to nearby natural areas such as Killin Wetlands.
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Learn More ¥

— Native shrub and

Explore the change in native plants tree cover has

on our website:

] o
www.jointreeforall.org/banks-schools increased by 22%

since 2008.

Learn more about TFA partners at
jointreeforall.org/partnership

Key Partners
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